
Despite Losing $500 Million, 
Detroit Newspapers Still Refuse to Settle 

Locked out 
Detroit news- 

paper workers 
marked 1.000 

days off the job 
with a march 
through city 

streets. 

enn Van Proqren 
With s l z i n s  eke "1.000 davs is lone 

enough," rocked-out newspaper worku- 
ers and their supporters took to the 
streets of Detroit on Mav 20. 

The march and rally were not only a 
protest against the two news apers 
involved, but also targetel the 
National Labor Relations Board. The 
NLRB has yet to decide appeals of rul- 
ings against the papers on ten unfair 
labor practice charges. 

The charges date to the beginning 
of the strike; they allege that the 
papers' unfair labox pracnces were the 
stnke's cause. 

"Justice delayed is justice denied," 
chanted protesters. 

This spring marked the 1,000day 
milestone of the labor dispute. In July 
1995 members of the six Detroit news- 
paper unions were forced out on 
strlke. They have been locked out 
since February 1997, when manage- 
ment refused the unions' offer to 
return to work. 

The May march came soon after a 
summit sponsored by the community 
group Religious Leaders for Justice at 
the Detroit Newspapers; the summit 
was endorsed by 24 area governments 
and included almost 300 communitv 
leaders, concerned citizens, union 
officials, and locked-out workers. But 
invited representatives from the news- 

papers were noticeably absent. 
Since the six unions offered to 

return to work, only about 460 pcople 
of about 2,000 nri linal strikers lia\,c 
returned to thci~ ioks. \Idtiv returners 
have not been pl&ed in thdir previous 
positions and are receiving lower 
wages-some up to 50 percent less 
than their pre-strike pay. In certain job 
classifications, such as home delivery 
managers represented by Teamsters 
Local 372, no one has been called 
back. 

Although the strike and lock-out 
has cost media giants Gannett and 
Knieht-Ridder. owners of the two 
 egoi it newspapers, $500 million, they 
still refuse to settle. 

Manaeement savs the oauers are . L 

rebound?ng as mnrk and more readers 
return. Circulation figures tell a differ- 
ent story. Accordingto recent Audit 
Bureau of Circulation figures, the 
~aoers '  combined circulauon is still 
hob about 33 percent from prc-strike 
levels. One rcturnrcl worker Fays, "'The 
cnm~,anic~ have lost halt-a-hilhon dol- 
lars and have an army of goons and 
scabs and they still can't win this. 
We're still hurtlng them bad." 

CARRYING ON 
Rank and file locked-out workers 

and sup orters carry on the fight. One 
group, lhut- own ~ o t o w n ,  not only 

organized the May 20 march and rally, 
but put together Operation Zero 
Growth, a campaign that tar ets circn 
lation in certain cities by Keaaetting 
subscribers and slores that sell the 
pa ers This operation was so success- 
fu?in one community that newspaper 
executives went door-todoor theie try- 
ing to boost subscription numbers. 

Another gyoup, the Action 
Coalition of Strlkers and Supporters, 
helped to coordinate a "spring offen- 
sive" that sent speakers across Canada 
and the Pacific Northwest to raise 
awareness of the contmuing struggle. 

Rank and filers were also behind a 
protest at a May 30 symposium at the 

of Michigan that featured 
Tonv UniversiX 1G der, CEO of Knight-Ridder. - 
~'ro~cslcrs inside ~ h c  ;iudirt~riuln 
rrfi~serl ro immin quic.1 .is Kidder tried 
LO lr~cl  ;i uant.l disrus.;ion. Al'tcr about 
20 minuks of being bombarded by 
questions about the newspaper 
lock-out. a rattled Ridder left ihe con- ~~ ~ 

ference. 
As the July 13 third anniversary 

nears, rank and file groups are qlan- 
ning to commemorate with a picn~c. 

What can thev celebrate after so 
long? "We need to celebrate our 
strength," responds Barbara Ingalls, a 
locked-out member of DTU Local 18. 
"It's just another si n of our unity and 
that we'll last one ti ay longer." Q 
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