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An international conference on 
Rebuilding sustainable communities in Iraq:  

Policies, programs and projects 
July 23-26, 2007  

 
Campus Center, University of Massachusetts, Boston 

 
Preliminary Conference Format 

 
 

Sunday, July 22 
 

Registr ation and Recepti on: Alumni Lounge, 2nd floor, Campus Center  
 
 
Time Activity 

 
4:00pm-6:00pm Registration, Reception and Pre-conference Networking 
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Day 1: Monday, July 23 
Sub-theme: What lessons can be learned from the Gulf Coast recovery and from other countries and how can we 

apply them to Iraq? 
 
7:00am-9:00am 
 
7:00am-8:00am 
 
8:15am-9:00am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00am-10:00am 
 
 
 
10:00am-11:00am 
 

Registration 
 
Breakfast 
 
Plenary Session 
Opening Welcome: Dr. Keith Motley, Chancellor, University of Massachusetts – Boston 
 
Chancellor Motley introduces Dr. Marcellette G. Williams, Senior Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs and International 
Relations, University of Massachusetts Office of the President 
 
Chancellor Motley introduces Dr. Paul J. Fonteyn, Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, University of Massachusetts – 
Boston 
 
Chancellor Motley provides a Welcoming Address 
 
Chancellor Motley turns the conference over to Dr. Adenrele Awotona, Dean of the College of Public and Community Service, University of 
Massachusetts - Boston  
 
Conference Goals: Dr. Adenrele Awotona 
 
Keynote speech 1:  
Beriwan Khailany, PhD, Deputy Minister for Scientific Affairs, Iraqi Ministry of Higher Education, Government of Iraq, Baghdad, Iraq 
Iraqi Women: Between the Ousted Regime and the Democratic Government - The Impact of Change on Iraqi Women 
 
Keynote speech 2 
Abdul hadi al Khalili, MD,  Cultural Attaché of the Embassy of the Republic of Iraqi, Washington D.C 
Health crisis in Iraq: how can we (or you) help? 

11:00am-11:15am Break 
11:15am-12:15pm 
 

Keynote speech 3:  
Sherrie Graham: Post-Disaster Community redevelopment and revitalization: Lessons from Gulf Coast Recovery 

12:15pm-1:45pm Lunch & Film:  Weathering the Storm (Katrina) 
 
 
 



 7/13/2007     3 of 28 

 
Day 1: Monday, July 23 

Sub-theme: What lessons can be learned from the Gulf Coast recovery and from other countries and how can we 
apply them to Iraq? 

 
1:45pm-3:15pm Panel session 1: Facilitator - Sherrie Graham  Rebuilding communities after disasters: Lessons from Gulf Coast Recovery  

 
Panelists and Presenters: Ms. Carolyn Thompson; Janice Knapp-Cordes; David Keto;   

3:15pm-4:15pm Rebuilding communities after disasters: International perspectives Ð 1 
Michael Carroll & Eileen McHenry: creating a sustainable social environment for families and children amidst the chaos of war and its 
aftermath – Case studies from Romania 

4:15pm-5:30pm 
 

Panel session 2: Facilitator - Nada Shabout  Rebuilding communities after disasters: International perspectives - 2 
 
Panelists and paper presenters:  
Adedeji Daramola & Adekunle Ayo-Vaughan: Disaster in Building: The National Building Code and capacity building in Nigerian 
architectural practice 
Rawai Ezzeldin Hammouda: Investing Local Resources as an Approach to Comprehensive and Sustainable Development 
Guido Cimadomo: Relations between space and limits 
Michael Donlan: Finding a Model Exemplar for Institutionalization of Public Planning for Sustainable Rebuilding in Iraq, Post-War: the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority 

5:30pm-6:00pm Networking reception:   
(set aside room(s) for participants to meet; free light refreshments) Information about local restaurants is included in this schedule. 
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Day 2: Tuesday, July 24 
Sub-theme: Infrastructural development after disasters 

 
Time Activity 

 
8:00am-8:30am 
 
8:30am-8:45am 
 
 
8:45am-9:45am 
 
 
 
 
 
9:45am-10:45am 
 
 
 
 
 
9:45am—10:05am 
 
 
10:05am-10:25am 
 
10:25am-10:45am 
 
 

Registration 
 
Plenary Session 
Welcome and Recap of Day 1: Sherrie Graham and Hala Al 
Saraf 
 
Keynote speech 1: Besim Hakim, FAICP, AIA 
Consultant in Urban Design/Planning 
Towards Eco-Urbanism for all Iraqi cities, towns, and 
villages 
 
Paper presentations (Breakout A) Facilitator:  
Rawia Mohamed Ezzeldin Hammouda 
The role of organizations and institutions (legal, social, health, 
economic, small business development, education and higher 
education) in rebuilding community infrastructure 
 
Hala Al Saraf: Brain drain from Iraq: The importance of human 
capital in affirming sustainability of programs post-crisis 
 
Gerald E. Paulus: Creating a Sustainable Iraq 
 
Nesreen Barwari: Power and Participation in District/Municipal 
Development Planning in Iraq: Reducing poverty and improving 
governance through good planning practices 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper presentations (Breakout B) Facilitator:  
Hisham Mortada 
The role of organizations and institutions (legal, social, health, 
economic, small business development, education and higher 
education) in rebuilding community infrastructure 
 
Morad Abou-Sabe: The Role of Private Higher Education in sustainable 
community development in Iraq 
 
Mishkat Al-Moumin: Environmental scarcity and civil violence in Iraq 
 
Mahmood Hassan: Title of presentation TBA 
 
 

10:45am-11:00am Break 
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Day 2: Tuesday, July 24 
Sub-theme: Infrastructural development after disasters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:00am-11:20am 
 
 
 
11:20am-11:40am 
 
 
11:40-12:00noon 
 
 
12:00-12:30pm 
 

Breakout A: Facilitator: Rawia Mohamed Ezzeldin 
Hammouda 
The role of organizations and institutions (legal, social, health, 
economic, small business development, education and higher 
education) in rebuilding community infrastructure 
 
Sally Iadarola & Tamara Heimur: The Role of Youth in 
Rebuilding Communities after Conflict - A Case Study 
(Development and the Next Generation:  Investing in Iraqi Youth) 
 
Justin Dargin : Rebuilding the Iraqi Oil Industry: Legal strategies 
to Spur Development 
 
Kathryn Libal & Scott Harding : Social Development in Iraq: 
Reversing Community Disintegration and Middle-class Flight  
 
Question and Answers (for the above presenters) 

Breakout B: Facilitator: Hisham Mortada 
 
The role of organizations and institutions (legal, social, health, 
economic, small business development, education and higher 
education) in rebuilding community infrastructure 
 
Doug Green: Successful project strategies in Iraq’s Kurdistan region: 
Holistic approach, the key to effective initiatives 
 
 
Tom Syring: The lure of law: Prospects and limits of State-building in 
the aftermath of violent conflict 
 
Ferhang Jalal: Basic requirements for developing manufacturing 
industries in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region 
 
Question and Answers (for the above presenters) 

12:30pm-2:00pm Lunch   
& Video: Turtles Flying (Iraq) OR videoconference or tape of someone in IRAQ 
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Day 2: Tuesday, July 24 
Sub-theme: Infrastructural development after disasters 

 
2:10pm-3:10pm 
 
 
 
3:10pm-4:10pm 
 
 
 
 
4:10pm-5:30pm 
 
 
 
4:10pm-4:30pm 
 
 
 
4:30pm-4:50pm 
 
 
 
4:50pm-5:30pm 
 

Keynote speech 2: Riadh Tappuni, PhD 
Iraqi Cities: Facilitators of social cohesion or incubators for 
conflict.  
 
Keynote speech 3: Mohammed Sadik, President of Salahaddin 
University, Erbil, Iraq 
The Place of Higher Education in the Development Process 
in Iraq 
 
Paper Presentations (Breakout A)  
Facilitator: Riadh Tappuni 
Technology, Sustainable design, housing and rural development 
 
Najim Azadzoi and Michael Hicks : Theoretical Issues and 
Practical Approaches to Rebuilding Sustainable Communities 
after Disasters 
 
Ajla Zisko-Aksamija & Lucy Whalley: Sustainable Architecture: 
Social, Cultural and Technological Aspects in Reconstruction of 
War-Torn Societies 
 
Questions and Answers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper Presentations (Breakout B)  
Facilitator: Morad Abou-SabeÕ 
Technology, Sustainable design, housing and rural development 
 
Nada Shabout: Iraq’s visual culture: Displaced, Destroyed or 
Transformed 
 
 
Hisham Mortada: Sustainable Rural Communities: The Case of Saudi 
Arabia  
 
 
Questions and Answers  
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Day 3: Wednesday, July 25 
Sub-theme: Rebuilding sustainable communities for children and their families 

 
Time Activity 

 
7:30am-8:00am 
 
8:00am-8:15am 
 
8:15am-9:15am 
 
 
9:15am-10:15am 
 
 
 
 
 
10:15am-10:30am 
 

Registration 
 
Welcome and Recap of Day 2 Work Groups: Lisa van Thiel, Sherrie Graham and Hala Al Saraf  
 
Keynote Speaker 1: 
Diane Levin – Rebuilding Sustainable Communities for Children and Families 
 
Keynote Speaker 2:  
Rajaa Al-khuzai, Former member of the Iraqi National Assembly & Constitution Drafting Committee, Baghdad, Iraq; & Founder of Iraqi 
Widows Organization 
The role of women in rebuilding sustainable communities in Iraq: Case studies from the districts in Diwaniya city, Aljazaer and 
Alouroba  
 
Keynote Speaker 3: 
Dr.  Idris Hadi Salih, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research in Kurdistan Region 
Strategy of Higher Education in Kurdistan Regional Government 
 

10:30am-10:45am Break 
10:45am-11:45pm 
 
 
 
 
11:45pm-1:00pm 
 
 
 

Panel Session 1 -  Facilitator: Rajaa Al-khuzai 
Meeting the basic needs of families and children 
 
Panelists: Marilou Hyson; Nihad Qoja; Narin Mayiwar 
 
Panel Session 2 - Facilitator: Hala Al Saraf  
The impact of play, media and violence on the lives of children and families 
 
Panel Session 2 
Panelists: Diane Levin; Betsy McAlister-Groves; Hisham Mortada; Sherrie Graham  
 
Includes Q&A 

1:00am-2:20pm Lunch  
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Day 3: Wednesday, July 25 
Sub-theme: Rebuilding sustainable communities for children and their families 

 
2:30pm-3:45pm Panel Session 3 

Re-creating educational communities for children and families 
 
Facilitator: Dr. Linda Warren 
Panelists: Kimberly Parekh; Beriwan Khailany; Taher AlBakaa; 
Morad Abou-Sabe; Marilou Hyson 
 
Discussions/Q&A 

 

3:45pm Exploring Boston own your own 
 

 



 7/13/2007     9 of 28 

Day 4: Thursday, July 26 
Sub-theme: Developing an Action Plan for Iraq 

 
8:15am-9:00am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plenary Session 
 
Recap of Day 1-3 Work Groups: Sherrie Graham & Hala Al 
Saraf,  
Setting Goals for the DayÕs Work/Define linkage to the 
mission of the UMass Center for Rebuilding Sustainable 
Communities after Disaster 
 

 

9:00am-9:45am 
 
 

Work Groups A 
Defining Key Points and Recommendations 
(breakouts, number of groups dependent upon number of 
attendees; assign a facilitator/record keeper to each group) 
 

Work Groups B 
Defining Key Points and Recommendations 
(breakouts, number of groups dependent upon number of attendees; 
assign a facilitator/record keeper to each group) 

 Breakout Group A  Breakout Group B 
10:00am-12:00noon Developing an Action Plan for the rebuilding of sustainable 

communities in Iraq 
 
Facilitators: Fuad Safwat; Linda Warren; Besim Hakim; Hala Al 
Saraf; Morad Abou-Sabe’; Mohammad Sadik 
 
Small group targeted work around topics: 
 

!  Recreating Infrastructure 
!  Rebuilding Communities and Schools 
!  Regenerating Economic Stability 

 

Developing an Action Plan for the rebuilding of sustainable 
communities in Iraq 
 
Facilitators: Rajaa Al-khuzai; Riadh Tappuni; Beriwan Khailany; Michael 
Donlan; Nihad Qoja 
 
Small group targeted work around topics: 
 

!  Recreating Infrastructure 
!  Rebuilding Communities and Schools 
!  Regenerating Economic Stability 

 
12:00pm-1:30pm Lunch and  

Conference Closing Remarks: Dean Adenrele Awotona 
(solicitation of participants for ongoing work to refine recommendations and action plan) 

1:30pm  EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES  
!  The new Institute of Contemporary Art  
!  The USS Constitution Museum  
!  The Trinity Church in Copley Square (one of the ten most significant buildings of American Architecture in the U.S.)  
!  The Kennedy Library  
!  The Museum of Science  
!  Harvard Museum of Natural History. 
!  Tour Nexus (Boston’s Full Immersion Green Building) 
 

 
 


